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SHELL TO BUILD CRACKER PLANT IN BEAVER COUNTY

Will create new petrochemical industry, thousands of jobs
June 7, 2016, may long be remembered as a day that 
changed the future of Beaver County, and all of southwestern 
Pennsylvania, for generations to come. On that day, Royal 
Dutch Shell announced that it would build a multibillion-dollar 
ethane cracker facility in Beaver County. 

The plant is the first of its kind to be built in the region, and 
has the potential to spawn a new petrochemical manufacturing 
industry that will employ thousands of people for the next 
half-century and beyond. “This is the largest single investment 
in Pennsylvania since World War II, and I am proud to be part 
of the group that helped bring this project and the jobs it will 
create to our area,” Rep. Gibbons said.

Working with the Beaver County legislative delegation, Rep. 
Gibbons helped to attract Shell to build the $6 billion project 
by providing the incentives needed to beat out competition 
from Ohio and West Virginia. According to Ate Visser, Shell 
vice-president in charge of the Beaver County project, Shell 
was pleased by the strong local, regional and state support, 
and added that Pennsylvania’s incentive package was crucial 
to the company’s decision. “I can tell you, hand to my heart, 
that without the fiscal incentives, we would not have taken this 
investment decision,” Visser said. Those incentives, which 

Gibbons supported, 
include the Resource 
Manufacturing Tax 
Credit, Keystone 
Opportunity Zone 
expansion, and job 
training incentives. 

Rep. Gibbons said 
the petrochemical 
industry will be to 
current generations 
what steel was to 
older ones. “This will 
spur a whole new industry and a very large industry, to come 
to Beaver County and southwest Pennsylvania,” he said. 
“It’s something that’s going to change the shape of our local 
economies.”

In July, Rep. Gibbons attended a roundtable discussion on the 
economic impact of the new Shell plant and efforts to prepare 
the local workforce to meet the needs and take advantage of 
the opportunities provided by this investment. Gibbons met 
with Gov. Tom Wolf, other area legislators, local government 
officials, businesses, educational institutions and other 
stakeholders. The discussion, which was held at Penn State 
Beaver, focused on the project’s demand for at least 6,000 
full-time construction workers and 600 full-time permanent 
employees as well as an estimated $6 billion economic 
impact. 

“This is a historic investment in Beaver County and I am glad 
to be a part of it, Gibbons said.” We now have to take the next 
step and make sure our local workforce is ready and able to 
step up and fill the need to make sure we have an educated 
workforce that can step right into these jobs.”
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Since he was elected in 2006 after defeating a longtime 
incumbent who supported the 2005 pay raise, Rep. Gibbons 
has focused on making government work better for you. He 
has introduced and supported numerous legislative measures 
to eliminate fraud, cut waste and make state government 
more efficient and effective for all Pennsylvanians.
Reduce the size of legislature – Rep. Gibbons voted for 
House Bill 153, which would reduce the size of the House of 
Representatives by 25 percent, from the current 203 down to 
153 members.
Legislative term limits – House Bill 1607 would create 
term limits for legislators. State representatives’ terms would 
increase to four years with a limit of three consecutive terms. 
State senators’ terms would increase to six years with a limit 
of two consecutive terms.
Recall of elected officials – House Bills 1676 and 1677 

would empower voters to recall state, county and local elected 
officials for failing to fulfill their duties. 
Prohibit abuse of office – House Bill 1615 would make 
it illegal for a public official to require a public employee to 
perform an activity not related to the office’s official duties. 
Stop legislative pay raises – House Bill 1665 would suspend 
the automatic cost-of-living pay increases that legislators 
receive each year. As he has every year since 2008, Rep. 
Gibbons again last year refused his statutorily required cost-
of-living pay increase, instead donating it to local community 
service and education programs.
Constitutional Convention – House Bill 574 would allow 
voters to determine if a citizen’s constitutional convention 
should be held in Pennsylvania.
Ban state bonuses – House Bill 1028 would ban the practice 
of giving bonuses to state employees.

Daniel’s Law bill 
advances in State 
Senate
Gibbons hopeful bill 
will be law by fall.

Rep. Gibbons with members of the 
Gallatin family whose husband and father 
Daniel was killed because of a texting 
driver. 

Gibbons welcomed these Gallatin family 
members to the House floor.

The state Senate Transportation Committee 
unanimously voted out Rep. Gibbons’ bill, 
Daniel’s Law, which would increase penalties 
for distracted driving accidents.

Gibbons legislation (H.B. 853) is expected to be 
voted on in the full Senate and hopefully then 
signed into law by Gov. Tom Wolf sometime 
later this year.

Gibbons vowed to continue to fight to ensure 
that Daniel’s Law makes it to the governor’s 
desk and signed into law.

ABATE members support 
Gibbons’ legislation
Rep. Gibbons was recognized at a state Capitol rally by members of 
the Alliance of Bikers Aimed toward Education (ABATE) in support of 
his bill (H.B. 853), commonly referred to as Daniel’s Law.

The bill, designed to toughen penalties for distracted driving 
accidents, was introduced in honor of Daniel Gallatin, a father, 
grandfather, military veteran and 40-year fireman. Gallatin, from Scott 
Township, Lawrence County, in Gibbons’ district, was killed on May 
7, 2013 while riding his motorcycle when a driver texting while driving 
struck him from behind. 

Also speaking at the rally was Gallatin’s daughter, who described the 
scene of the accident that occurred in front of her house and pleaded 
with lawmakers to act on the bill.

Rep. Gibbons joined fellow legislators and hundreds of citizen 
activists, including three bus loads sponsored by the Beaver 
County Sportsmen’s Conservation League, at the Second 
Amendment Action Day Rally at the state Capitol on May 24.
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1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wurtemburg-Perry Fire Hall 

425 Portersville Road  
Ellwood City, PA 16117

Gibbons champions government reform

SAVE 
THE 

DATES!

Gibbons bill would allow 
independents to vote in primary 
Under current Pennsylvania law, only members of 
the two major parties are permitted to vote in primary 
elections. According to the 2014 Voter Registration Statistics 
Report, 1,085,383 people are registered as independent, 
nonparty, or minor party voters. That means more than 
12 percent of the population is unable to vote in primary 
elections.

Rep. Gibbons believes it is unfair that while all taxpayers 
are responsible for paying for primary elections, more than 
percent of them who choose to participate in the political 
process but not to join a political party are excluded from 
voting in these elections.

To resolve this discrepancy, Gibbons’ bill would allow 

qualified people registered as independent 
or nonparty voters to file an affidavit of 
provisional registration to vote in a primary 
election. The affidavit could be filed on the 
day of the primary with the appropriate 
election district. This provisional registration 
would only be valid for that primary election, and would not 
affect the person’s status as an independent or non-party 
voter.
Currently, 11 states operate under open primary systems, 
and 24 have a hybrid, semi-open primary election system. 
Gibbons supports adding Pennsylvania to the list of states 
that offer freedom of choice to all of its voters, rather than 
only to members of the two major parties.

NEW BRIGHTON  
SENIOR FAIR
Wed., Oct. 12 

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
 Lighthouse for the Blind 

720 Third Ave. 
New Brighton, PA 15066

Join Rep. Gibbons for his 10th Annual Senior Fairs. These FREE events 
will feature health screenings and information on programs and services 
benefiting senior citizens, including:
	 n	Property Tax/Rent Rebate applications.
	 n	Prescription drug assistance programs.
Join representatives from state, county and local agencies, as well as other vendors, 
who will be offering information on health care, volunteer opportunities, prescription 
drug plans and more. Stop in to meet your state representative and enjoy 
complimentary refreshments! For more information, please call 724-752-1133.

Seasonal flu shots will also be 
provided and are free for seniors 

with Medicare Part B, Security 
Blue and Freedom Blue. A $20 
charge will apply for all others 
wishing to receive a flu shot.



Gibbons standing up for taxpayers
Votes ‘no’ to tax increases on small businesses, consumers
Rep. Gibbons voted against more than a half-dozen new and 
increased taxes that were used to fund the 2016-17 state 
budget.

Gibbons previously voted against the unbalanced budget 
plan that increased total state spending by $1.6 billion, or 5.3 
percent, and boosted the legislature’s funding by $18.6 million 
while failing to invest in economic development or adequately 
fund public education.

Gibbons believes that the state needs to get spending under 
control and deal with the cost drivers that are increasing our 
state budget, before asking residents and businesses to pay 
more taxes.

He believes businesses will be hurt by a cut in the sales tax 
vendor discount, which helps small businesses cover the cost 

of collecting sales taxes on behalf of the state.

Gibbons said the $650 million tax increase is one businesses 
and working Pennsylvanians cannot afford. He believes that 
instead of burdening taxpayers, members of the legislature 
should look at fraud and waste that continues to plague state 
government.

One bright spot: this budget dedicates $15 million to combat 
heroin and opioid addiction, including funds for emergency 
addiction treatment and behavioral health services. Gibbons 
also supported the Education Code that increased the 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) by an additional 
$25 million, and increased funding for The School at McGuire 
Memorial to provide education for children with special needs. 

Rep. Gibbons is pleased to announce the award of several 
state grants to communities in our district for local projects 
through the Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program, 
including:
n	 $32,000 for Wampum Borough Park;
n	 $52,000 for Wampum Station Park; and
n	 $212,188 for Slippery Rock Trail.

Gibbons said these projects are vital parts of the 
economic development of our local communities, and 
we must continue our successful local efforts to create 
more livable and workable downtown business districts. 
“We’ve managed to get a lot done in terms of downtown 
revitalization over the past several years and I look forward 
to working with local municipal and community leaders to 
continue to deliver on the growing economic development 
potential of our region,” Gibbons said.

The Wampum Station project is a component of the 
Wampum Community Revitalization that will complete 
the outside space of a restored train station on Main 
Street. The Wampum Borough Park project will replace 
tennis courts that are currently unusable. The borough 

has completed a master plan, which involves restoring 
the park’s assets, expanding recreational equipment and 
connecting to the Main Street.

Jim Ferrante, a member of Wampum Borough Council and 
Revitalization Committee, thanked Gibbons for securing 
needed funding to complete the community projects.

Ferrante said, “We look forward to continuing to work with 
Representative Gibbons and his staff so we can improve 
the quality of life for our residents through revitalization 
projects in our region.”

The Slippery Rock Trail project is in the second phase of 
the park plan. The project is slated to get a walking trail 
system with exercise stations to connect four existing 
recreational areas in the 57-acre park. 

Gibbons, Democratic chairman of the House Tourism and 
Recreational Development Committee, was pleased to 
secure funding for these projects that will not only improve 
recreation in the area but are vital components to enhance 
tourism and boost economic opportunity in the downtown 
business districts.

$296,188 in grants for 10th District improvements

To assist veterans and their families, 
Rep. Gibbons hosts veterans’ specialists 
in his Ellwood City office the second 
Wednesday of each month.

Stephanie Bengoa of the American 
Legion Veterans Assistance Program 
will assist veterans with understanding 

what benefits they have earned, filing 
appeals to existing claims, enrolling 
in the Department of Veterans Affairs 
health care system and any other 
questions regarding benefits.

Ryan Paglia is from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and Industry’s 

Bureau of Workforce Partnership and 
Operations. Paglia develops job and 
training opportunities for veterans with 
a special emphasis on veterans with 
service-connected disabilities.

No appointment is necessary.

Gibbons’ office provides veteran’s assistance

Expanded wine 
sales, improved 
convenience on tap 
for liquor system

Here’s what 
Act 39 of 2016 

allows: 
l	 Grocery stores, 

convenience stores, 
restaurants and 
hotels to sell wine

l	 Direct wine 
shipments by the 
case

l	 Expanded hours - 
state liquor stores 
can be open on 
Sundays and 
holidays

l	 Ability for PLCB to 
take advantage of 
better pricing on 
wine and liquor and 
offer coupons and 
loyalty programs in 
state stores

l	 Expanded hours 
for selling beer, 
wine and liquors at 
casinos

l	 An expected $150 
million a year in 
generated revenue

The House this spring passed and the 
governor signed into law legislation that is 
bringing Pennsylvania’s liquor sales into 
the 21st century by modernizing the state 
liquor system and expanding retail wine 
sales in Pennsylvania.

Koppel Bridge 
replacement begins 
later this year
For years, many people have expressed concerns 
regarding the Koppel Bridge and when it will be 
replaced. Rep. Gibbons is pleased to tell you that 
because of continued advocacy, PennDOT informed him 
that construction on a new Koppel Bridge is scheduled 
to begin at the end of this year and finish in fall 2018.

The bridge is located between Koppel Borough and 
North Sewickley Township over the Beaver River. 
Plans call for construction of a new span, parallel to the 
existing bridge, which will allow traffic flow to continue 
uninterrupted for almost the entire project. 

Traffic will be maintained on the existing structure during 
construction. There will only be a detour of traffic at the 
end of the project to connect the highway to the new 
structure, lasting about 60 days.

Rep. Gibbons voted for the 
legislation to provide consumers 
the savings and convenience 
they have been demanding, 
while modernizing a state store 
system that annually delivers 
millions of dollars to help balance 
the state budget and provides 
nearly 5,000 good-paying jobs to 
Pennsylvania residents with the 
potential to create more jobs. 

Gibbons supports bipartisan 
pension reform plan
$5 billion savings for state and schools 
Rep. Gibbons voted with a bipartisan majority in the House to approve a landmark 
pension reform bill that maintains benefits for current public employees and retirees 
while changing the pension structure for most future state and school employees. 

Senate Bill 1071, which passed the House 136-59, would create a stacked-hybrid 
pension plan for future employees while preserving the current defined benefit 
system for retirees and current employees, who will see no change in their benefits. 

“The people of Pennsylvania want the legislature to address the state’s public 
pension challenges,” Gibbons said. “This bipartisan approach to pension legislation 
is a huge step forward and a vast improvement to other unconstitutional proposals 
attempted in recent years.”

This pension reform proposal maintains the commitment to retirees and current 
employees, while protecting our taxpayers. Estimated taxpayer savings of $5 billion 
would be used to pay down the unfunded liability, reduce debt and save future 
taxpayers from billions more in interest payments. Addressing the unfunded pension 
liability is the most important thing we can do to save taxpayers’ money and place 
our state on a solid financial footing for our children and grandchildren.

The legislation creates a competitive and sustainable retirement program for future 
employees, and maintains a defined benefit element to provide retirement security 
for all employees while introducing a defined contribution component for higher wage 
earners. Implementing these changes will help school district budgets, benefitting 
property taxpayers across Pennsylvania, without taking away any benefits current 
retirees or employees were promised.

This plan would deliver competitive benefits to new hires in today’s marketplace, help 
ensure that unfunded liabilities do not grow further and proactively safeguard the 
Commonwealth’s credit rating. 

C
n	www.facebook.com/ 
 RepGibbons
n	www.twitter.com/ 
 RepGibbons

Stay updated on
Gibbons proposal would provide 
free health records to veterans
Rep. Gibbons introduced House Bill 2282, which will 
exempt veterans from being charged a fee by health 
care institutions for access to their health-care records in 
support of an appeal or filing a claim for their veterans’ 
benefits. 

Under current law, hospitals and other health-care 
institutions can charge a maximum flat fee of $19 per 

patient for furnishing a health record. Gibbons’ legislation 
would remove this charge for veterans and make 
accessing their information simpler. 

Gibbons said, “Our veterans have sacrificed themselves 
for our country. The least we can do is make it easy for 
them to access their own benefits without having to pay a 
fee.” 

Rep. Gibbons joins colleagues in bi-partisan fight 
to end heroin/opioid overdose epidemic

Special session is planned in the fall
Rep. Gibbons joined state Sen. Gene Yaw, chairman of the 
Center for Rural Pennsylvania, and other representatives to 
hear from a panel of medical and educational professionals 
on the subject.

The primary themes repeatedly mentioned during the 
hearings were educating people about the dangers of opioid 
abuse, increasing the accessibility and availability for people 
seeking treatment, and providing law enforcement with the 
tools to help eradicate heroin from communities.

While Gibbons understands the need for pain management, 
the state needs to ensure that health-care practitioners are 
trained in identifying addiction and referring addicted patients 
to appropriate care, and help to combat the misuse and 
abuse of opioid prescription drugs.

In Pennsylvania, the number of fatal heroin overdoses has 
been steadily increasing. According to a 2014 report from 
the Pennsylvania Coroners Association, there were 45 
reported heroin deaths in 2009 and 124 reported heroin 
deaths by mid-2013. That number shot up to nearly 2,500 
Pennsylvanians who died from drug overdoses in 2014. 

Gibbons said the heroin abuse epidemic appears to be 
rampant in Pennsylvania, as too many lives are falling 

victim to this deadly 
drug. Pennsylvania 
leads the nation in 
drug overdoses among 
males ages 12 to 25 and is 4th among teenagers and 9th in 
the country overall for drug overdoses. 

The House formed a Task Force and Advisory Committee 
on Opioid Prescription Drug Proliferation last session, which 
proposed a series of bills designed to proactively address 
the growing opioid epidemic. The House completed action on 
that package of bills earlier this year. 

The measures addressed opioid addiction by improving 
insurance coverage of abuse-deterrent opioids; setting a 
limit on opioid prescriptions in emergency rooms; requiring 
prescribers and dispensers to undergo continuing education 
in pain management, addiction and prescribing practices; 
mandating that publicly funded recovery houses have 
the opioid overdose antidote on hand; and directing the 
Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs to find ways to 
increase access to addiction treatment through health plans.

Gov. Tom Wolf has indicated that he will call the legislature 
into a special session on opioid abuse later this fall. 
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fund public education.

Gibbons believes that the state needs to get spending under 
control and deal with the cost drivers that are increasing our 
state budget, before asking residents and businesses to pay 
more taxes.

He believes businesses will be hurt by a cut in the sales tax 
vendor discount, which helps small businesses cover the cost 

of collecting sales taxes on behalf of the state.

Gibbons said the $650 million tax increase is one businesses 
and working Pennsylvanians cannot afford. He believes that 
instead of burdening taxpayers, members of the legislature 
should look at fraud and waste that continues to plague state 
government.

One bright spot: this budget dedicates $15 million to combat 
heroin and opioid addiction, including funds for emergency 
addiction treatment and behavioral health services. Gibbons 
also supported the Education Code that increased the 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) by an additional 
$25 million, and increased funding for The School at McGuire 
Memorial to provide education for children with special needs. 

Rep. Gibbons is pleased to announce the award of several 
state grants to communities in our district for local projects 
through the Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program, 
including:
n	 $32,000 for Wampum Borough Park;
n	 $52,000 for Wampum Station Park; and
n	 $212,188 for Slippery Rock Trail.

Gibbons said these projects are vital parts of the 
economic development of our local communities, and 
we must continue our successful local efforts to create 
more livable and workable downtown business districts. 
“We’ve managed to get a lot done in terms of downtown 
revitalization over the past several years and I look forward 
to working with local municipal and community leaders to 
continue to deliver on the growing economic development 
potential of our region,” Gibbons said.

The Wampum Station project is a component of the 
Wampum Community Revitalization that will complete 
the outside space of a restored train station on Main 
Street. The Wampum Borough Park project will replace 
tennis courts that are currently unusable. The borough 

has completed a master plan, which involves restoring 
the park’s assets, expanding recreational equipment and 
connecting to the Main Street.

Jim Ferrante, a member of Wampum Borough Council and 
Revitalization Committee, thanked Gibbons for securing 
needed funding to complete the community projects.

Ferrante said, “We look forward to continuing to work with 
Representative Gibbons and his staff so we can improve 
the quality of life for our residents through revitalization 
projects in our region.”

The Slippery Rock Trail project is in the second phase of 
the park plan. The project is slated to get a walking trail 
system with exercise stations to connect four existing 
recreational areas in the 57-acre park. 

Gibbons, Democratic chairman of the House Tourism and 
Recreational Development Committee, was pleased to 
secure funding for these projects that will not only improve 
recreation in the area but are vital components to enhance 
tourism and boost economic opportunity in the downtown 
business districts.

$296,188 in grants for 10th District improvements

To assist veterans and their families, 
Rep. Gibbons hosts veterans’ specialists 
in his Ellwood City office the second 
Wednesday of each month.

Stephanie Bengoa of the American 
Legion Veterans Assistance Program 
will assist veterans with understanding 

what benefits they have earned, filing 
appeals to existing claims, enrolling 
in the Department of Veterans Affairs 
health care system and any other 
questions regarding benefits.

Ryan Paglia is from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and Industry’s 

Bureau of Workforce Partnership and 
Operations. Paglia develops job and 
training opportunities for veterans with 
a special emphasis on veterans with 
service-connected disabilities.

No appointment is necessary.

Gibbons’ office provides veteran’s assistance

Expanded wine 
sales, improved 
convenience on tap 
for liquor system

Here’s what 
Act 39 of 2016 

allows: 
l	 Grocery stores, 

convenience stores, 
restaurants and 
hotels to sell wine

l	 Direct wine 
shipments by the 
case

l	 Expanded hours - 
state liquor stores 
can be open on 
Sundays and 
holidays

l	 Ability for PLCB to 
take advantage of 
better pricing on 
wine and liquor and 
offer coupons and 
loyalty programs in 
state stores

l	 Expanded hours 
for selling beer, 
wine and liquors at 
casinos

l	 An expected $150 
million a year in 
generated revenue

The House this spring passed and the 
governor signed into law legislation that is 
bringing Pennsylvania’s liquor sales into 
the 21st century by modernizing the state 
liquor system and expanding retail wine 
sales in Pennsylvania.

Koppel Bridge 
replacement begins 
later this year
For years, many people have expressed concerns 
regarding the Koppel Bridge and when it will be 
replaced. Rep. Gibbons is pleased to tell you that 
because of continued advocacy, PennDOT informed him 
that construction on a new Koppel Bridge is scheduled 
to begin at the end of this year and finish in fall 2018.

The bridge is located between Koppel Borough and 
North Sewickley Township over the Beaver River. 
Plans call for construction of a new span, parallel to the 
existing bridge, which will allow traffic flow to continue 
uninterrupted for almost the entire project. 

Traffic will be maintained on the existing structure during 
construction. There will only be a detour of traffic at the 
end of the project to connect the highway to the new 
structure, lasting about 60 days.

Rep. Gibbons voted for the 
legislation to provide consumers 
the savings and convenience 
they have been demanding, 
while modernizing a state store 
system that annually delivers 
millions of dollars to help balance 
the state budget and provides 
nearly 5,000 good-paying jobs to 
Pennsylvania residents with the 
potential to create more jobs. 

Gibbons supports bipartisan 
pension reform plan
$5 billion savings for state and schools 
Rep. Gibbons voted with a bipartisan majority in the House to approve a landmark 
pension reform bill that maintains benefits for current public employees and retirees 
while changing the pension structure for most future state and school employees. 

Senate Bill 1071, which passed the House 136-59, would create a stacked-hybrid 
pension plan for future employees while preserving the current defined benefit 
system for retirees and current employees, who will see no change in their benefits. 

“The people of Pennsylvania want the legislature to address the state’s public 
pension challenges,” Gibbons said. “This bipartisan approach to pension legislation 
is a huge step forward and a vast improvement to other unconstitutional proposals 
attempted in recent years.”

This pension reform proposal maintains the commitment to retirees and current 
employees, while protecting our taxpayers. Estimated taxpayer savings of $5 billion 
would be used to pay down the unfunded liability, reduce debt and save future 
taxpayers from billions more in interest payments. Addressing the unfunded pension 
liability is the most important thing we can do to save taxpayers’ money and place 
our state on a solid financial footing for our children and grandchildren.

The legislation creates a competitive and sustainable retirement program for future 
employees, and maintains a defined benefit element to provide retirement security 
for all employees while introducing a defined contribution component for higher wage 
earners. Implementing these changes will help school district budgets, benefitting 
property taxpayers across Pennsylvania, without taking away any benefits current 
retirees or employees were promised.

This plan would deliver competitive benefits to new hires in today’s marketplace, help 
ensure that unfunded liabilities do not grow further and proactively safeguard the 
Commonwealth’s credit rating. 

C
n	www.facebook.com/ 
 RepGibbons
n	www.twitter.com/ 
 RepGibbons

Stay updated on
Gibbons proposal would provide 
free health records to veterans
Rep. Gibbons introduced House Bill 2282, which will 
exempt veterans from being charged a fee by health 
care institutions for access to their health-care records in 
support of an appeal or filing a claim for their veterans’ 
benefits. 

Under current law, hospitals and other health-care 
institutions can charge a maximum flat fee of $19 per 

patient for furnishing a health record. Gibbons’ legislation 
would remove this charge for veterans and make 
accessing their information simpler. 

Gibbons said, “Our veterans have sacrificed themselves 
for our country. The least we can do is make it easy for 
them to access their own benefits without having to pay a 
fee.” 

Rep. Gibbons joins colleagues in bi-partisan fight 
to end heroin/opioid overdose epidemic

Special session is planned in the fall
Rep. Gibbons joined state Sen. Gene Yaw, chairman of the 
Center for Rural Pennsylvania, and other representatives to 
hear from a panel of medical and educational professionals 
on the subject.

The primary themes repeatedly mentioned during the 
hearings were educating people about the dangers of opioid 
abuse, increasing the accessibility and availability for people 
seeking treatment, and providing law enforcement with the 
tools to help eradicate heroin from communities.

While Gibbons understands the need for pain management, 
the state needs to ensure that health-care practitioners are 
trained in identifying addiction and referring addicted patients 
to appropriate care, and help to combat the misuse and 
abuse of opioid prescription drugs.

In Pennsylvania, the number of fatal heroin overdoses has 
been steadily increasing. According to a 2014 report from 
the Pennsylvania Coroners Association, there were 45 
reported heroin deaths in 2009 and 124 reported heroin 
deaths by mid-2013. That number shot up to nearly 2,500 
Pennsylvanians who died from drug overdoses in 2014. 

Gibbons said the heroin abuse epidemic appears to be 
rampant in Pennsylvania, as too many lives are falling 

victim to this deadly 
drug. Pennsylvania 
leads the nation in 
drug overdoses among 
males ages 12 to 25 and is 4th among teenagers and 9th in 
the country overall for drug overdoses. 

The House formed a Task Force and Advisory Committee 
on Opioid Prescription Drug Proliferation last session, which 
proposed a series of bills designed to proactively address 
the growing opioid epidemic. The House completed action on 
that package of bills earlier this year. 

The measures addressed opioid addiction by improving 
insurance coverage of abuse-deterrent opioids; setting a 
limit on opioid prescriptions in emergency rooms; requiring 
prescribers and dispensers to undergo continuing education 
in pain management, addiction and prescribing practices; 
mandating that publicly funded recovery houses have 
the opioid overdose antidote on hand; and directing the 
Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs to find ways to 
increase access to addiction treatment through health plans.

Gov. Tom Wolf has indicated that he will call the legislature 
into a special session on opioid abuse later this fall. 
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SHELL TO BUILD CRACKER PLANT IN BEAVER COUNTY

Will create new petrochemical industry, thousands of jobs
June 7, 2016, may long be remembered as a day that 
changed the future of Beaver County, and all of southwestern 
Pennsylvania, for generations to come. On that day, Royal 
Dutch Shell announced that it would build a multibillion-dollar 
ethane cracker facility in Beaver County. 

The plant is the first of its kind to be built in the region, and 
has the potential to spawn a new petrochemical manufacturing 
industry that will employ thousands of people for the next 
half-century and beyond. “This is the largest single investment 
in Pennsylvania since World War II, and I am proud to be part 
of the group that helped bring this project and the jobs it will 
create to our area,” Rep. Gibbons said.

Working with the Beaver County legislative delegation, Rep. 
Gibbons helped to attract Shell to build the $6 billion project 
by providing the incentives needed to beat out competition 
from Ohio and West Virginia. According to Ate Visser, Shell 
vice-president in charge of the Beaver County project, Shell 
was pleased by the strong local, regional and state support, 
and added that Pennsylvania’s incentive package was crucial 
to the company’s decision. “I can tell you, hand to my heart, 
that without the fiscal incentives, we would not have taken this 
investment decision,” Visser said. Those incentives, which 

Gibbons supported, 
include the Resource 
Manufacturing Tax 
Credit, Keystone 
Opportunity Zone 
expansion, and job 
training incentives. 

Rep. Gibbons said 
the petrochemical 
industry will be to 
current generations 
what steel was to 
older ones. “This will 
spur a whole new industry and a very large industry, to come 
to Beaver County and southwest Pennsylvania,” he said. 
“It’s something that’s going to change the shape of our local 
economies.”

In July, Rep. Gibbons attended a roundtable discussion on the 
economic impact of the new Shell plant and efforts to prepare 
the local workforce to meet the needs and take advantage of 
the opportunities provided by this investment. Gibbons met 
with Gov. Tom Wolf, other area legislators, local government 
officials, businesses, educational institutions and other 
stakeholders. The discussion, which was held at Penn State 
Beaver, focused on the project’s demand for at least 6,000 
full-time construction workers and 600 full-time permanent 
employees as well as an estimated $6 billion economic 
impact. 

“This is a historic investment in Beaver County and I am glad 
to be a part of it, Gibbons said.” We now have to take the next 
step and make sure our local workforce is ready and able to 
step up and fill the need to make sure we have an educated 
workforce that can step right into these jobs.”

Website: www.pahouse.com/Gibbons • Email: jgibbons@pahouse.net • C Facebook.com/RepGibbons •  Twitter.com/RepGibbons

INSIDE:
n	Shell to build 

cracker plant in 
Beaver County

n	Gibbons votes ‘No’ 
on tax hikes

n	Expanded wine 
sales, improved 
convenience on tap

Since he was elected in 2006 after defeating a longtime 
incumbent who supported the 2005 pay raise, Rep. Gibbons 
has focused on making government work better for you. He 
has introduced and supported numerous legislative measures 
to eliminate fraud, cut waste and make state government 
more efficient and effective for all Pennsylvanians.
Reduce the size of legislature – Rep. Gibbons voted for 
House Bill 153, which would reduce the size of the House of 
Representatives by 25 percent, from the current 203 down to 
153 members.
Legislative term limits – House Bill 1607 would create 
term limits for legislators. State representatives’ terms would 
increase to four years with a limit of three consecutive terms. 
State senators’ terms would increase to six years with a limit 
of two consecutive terms.
Recall of elected officials – House Bills 1676 and 1677 

would empower voters to recall state, county and local elected 
officials for failing to fulfill their duties. 
Prohibit abuse of office – House Bill 1615 would make 
it illegal for a public official to require a public employee to 
perform an activity not related to the office’s official duties. 
Stop legislative pay raises – House Bill 1665 would suspend 
the automatic cost-of-living pay increases that legislators 
receive each year. As he has every year since 2008, Rep. 
Gibbons again last year refused his statutorily required cost-
of-living pay increase, instead donating it to local community 
service and education programs.
Constitutional Convention – House Bill 574 would allow 
voters to determine if a citizen’s constitutional convention 
should be held in Pennsylvania.
Ban state bonuses – House Bill 1028 would ban the practice 
of giving bonuses to state employees.

Daniel’s Law bill 
advances in State 
Senate
Gibbons hopeful bill 
will be law by fall.

Rep. Gibbons with members of the 
Gallatin family whose husband and father 
Daniel was killed because of a texting 
driver. 

Gibbons welcomed these Gallatin family 
members to the House floor.

The state Senate Transportation Committee 
unanimously voted out Rep. Gibbons’ bill, 
Daniel’s Law, which would increase penalties 
for distracted driving accidents.

Gibbons legislation (H.B. 853) is expected to be 
voted on in the full Senate and hopefully then 
signed into law by Gov. Tom Wolf sometime 
later this year.

Gibbons vowed to continue to fight to ensure 
that Daniel’s Law makes it to the governor’s 
desk and signed into law.

ABATE members support 
Gibbons’ legislation
Rep. Gibbons was recognized at a state Capitol rally by members of 
the Alliance of Bikers Aimed toward Education (ABATE) in support of 
his bill (H.B. 853), commonly referred to as Daniel’s Law.

The bill, designed to toughen penalties for distracted driving 
accidents, was introduced in honor of Daniel Gallatin, a father, 
grandfather, military veteran and 40-year fireman. Gallatin, from Scott 
Township, Lawrence County, in Gibbons’ district, was killed on May 
7, 2013 while riding his motorcycle when a driver texting while driving 
struck him from behind. 

Also speaking at the rally was Gallatin’s daughter, who described the 
scene of the accident that occurred in front of her house and pleaded 
with lawmakers to act on the bill.

Rep. Gibbons joined fellow legislators and hundreds of citizen 
activists, including three bus loads sponsored by the Beaver 
County Sportsmen’s Conservation League, at the Second 
Amendment Action Day Rally at the state Capitol on May 24.

YOU’RE INVITED TO MY SENIOR FAIRS
ELLWOOD CITY  

SENIOR FAIR
Wed., Oct. 5 

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wurtemburg-Perry Fire Hall 

425 Portersville Road  
Ellwood City, PA 16117

Gibbons champions government reform

SAVE 
THE 

DATES!

Gibbons bill would allow 
independents to vote in primary 
Under current Pennsylvania law, only members of 
the two major parties are permitted to vote in primary 
elections. According to the 2014 Voter Registration Statistics 
Report, 1,085,383 people are registered as independent, 
nonparty, or minor party voters. That means more than 
12 percent of the population is unable to vote in primary 
elections.

Rep. Gibbons believes it is unfair that while all taxpayers 
are responsible for paying for primary elections, more than 
percent of them who choose to participate in the political 
process but not to join a political party are excluded from 
voting in these elections.

To resolve this discrepancy, Gibbons’ bill would allow 

qualified people registered as independent 
or nonparty voters to file an affidavit of 
provisional registration to vote in a primary 
election. The affidavit could be filed on the 
day of the primary with the appropriate 
election district. This provisional registration 
would only be valid for that primary election, and would not 
affect the person’s status as an independent or non-party 
voter.
Currently, 11 states operate under open primary systems, 
and 24 have a hybrid, semi-open primary election system. 
Gibbons supports adding Pennsylvania to the list of states 
that offer freedom of choice to all of its voters, rather than 
only to members of the two major parties.

NEW BRIGHTON  
SENIOR FAIR
Wed., Oct. 12 

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
 Lighthouse for the Blind 

720 Third Ave. 
New Brighton, PA 15066

Join Rep. Gibbons for his 10th Annual Senior Fairs. These FREE events 
will feature health screenings and information on programs and services 
benefiting senior citizens, including:
	 n	Property Tax/Rent Rebate applications.
	 n	Prescription drug assistance programs.
Join representatives from state, county and local agencies, as well as other vendors, 
who will be offering information on health care, volunteer opportunities, prescription 
drug plans and more. Stop in to meet your state representative and enjoy 
complimentary refreshments! For more information, please call 724-752-1133.

Seasonal flu shots will also be 
provided and are free for seniors 

with Medicare Part B, Security 
Blue and Freedom Blue. A $20 
charge will apply for all others 
wishing to receive a flu shot.
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Will create new petrochemical industry, thousands of jobs
June 7, 2016, may long be remembered as a day that 
changed the future of Beaver County, and all of southwestern 
Pennsylvania, for generations to come. On that day, Royal 
Dutch Shell announced that it would build a multibillion-dollar 
ethane cracker facility in Beaver County. 

The plant is the first of its kind to be built in the region, and 
has the potential to spawn a new petrochemical manufacturing 
industry that will employ thousands of people for the next 
half-century and beyond. “This is the largest single investment 
in Pennsylvania since World War II, and I am proud to be part 
of the group that helped bring this project and the jobs it will 
create to our area,” Rep. Gibbons said.

Working with the Beaver County legislative delegation, Rep. 
Gibbons helped to attract Shell to build the $6 billion project 
by providing the incentives needed to beat out competition 
from Ohio and West Virginia. According to Ate Visser, Shell 
vice-president in charge of the Beaver County project, Shell 
was pleased by the strong local, regional and state support, 
and added that Pennsylvania’s incentive package was crucial 
to the company’s decision. “I can tell you, hand to my heart, 
that without the fiscal incentives, we would not have taken this 
investment decision,” Visser said. Those incentives, which 
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include the Resource 
Manufacturing Tax 
Credit, Keystone 
Opportunity Zone 
expansion, and job 
training incentives. 

Rep. Gibbons said 
the petrochemical 
industry will be to 
current generations 
what steel was to 
older ones. “This will 
spur a whole new industry and a very large industry, to come 
to Beaver County and southwest Pennsylvania,” he said. 
“It’s something that’s going to change the shape of our local 
economies.”

In July, Rep. Gibbons attended a roundtable discussion on the 
economic impact of the new Shell plant and efforts to prepare 
the local workforce to meet the needs and take advantage of 
the opportunities provided by this investment. Gibbons met 
with Gov. Tom Wolf, other area legislators, local government 
officials, businesses, educational institutions and other 
stakeholders. The discussion, which was held at Penn State 
Beaver, focused on the project’s demand for at least 6,000 
full-time construction workers and 600 full-time permanent 
employees as well as an estimated $6 billion economic 
impact. 

“This is a historic investment in Beaver County and I am glad 
to be a part of it, Gibbons said.” We now have to take the next 
step and make sure our local workforce is ready and able to 
step up and fill the need to make sure we have an educated 
workforce that can step right into these jobs.”
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incumbent who supported the 2005 pay raise, Rep. Gibbons 
has focused on making government work better for you. He 
has introduced and supported numerous legislative measures 
to eliminate fraud, cut waste and make state government 
more efficient and effective for all Pennsylvanians.
Reduce the size of legislature – Rep. Gibbons voted for 
House Bill 153, which would reduce the size of the House of 
Representatives by 25 percent, from the current 203 down to 
153 members.
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term limits for legislators. State representatives’ terms would 
increase to four years with a limit of three consecutive terms. 
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officials for failing to fulfill their duties. 
Prohibit abuse of office – House Bill 1615 would make 
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perform an activity not related to the office’s official duties. 
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the automatic cost-of-living pay increases that legislators 
receive each year. As he has every year since 2008, Rep. 
Gibbons again last year refused his statutorily required cost-
of-living pay increase, instead donating it to local community 
service and education programs.
Constitutional Convention – House Bill 574 would allow 
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should be held in Pennsylvania.
Ban state bonuses – House Bill 1028 would ban the practice 
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for distracted driving accidents.
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